
Restoration- the hard way 
excommunication 

Introduction 
The word ex-communication –literally mean being excluded from the community. 
The story of scripture is the story of a chosen people set apart to live Holy lives before God and the 
rest of the world.  
People who want to be part the set apart church community, but don’t want to live by God’s 
standards need to be challenged by the rest of the people of God.     
 
The call to Holy living has almost been forgotten in our day [please note: we do have some preachers 
at Musselburgh who focus on it regularly] and so with the conviction of God I find myself once again 
turning to a passage of Scripture that few people in the modern church like to read.  
Yet it is perhaps more relevant today than it has been since the time of its original writing.  
 
Read Passage 1 Corinthians 5:1-13 
1Corinthians 5:1  It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind 
that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father's wife.  
5:2  And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be removed 
from among you.  
5:3  For though absent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if present, I have already pronounced 
judgment on the one who did such a thing.  
5:4  When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present, with the 
power of our Lord Jesus,  
5:5  you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be 
saved in the day of the Lord.  
5:6  Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump?  
5:7  Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For 
Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.  
5:8  Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, 
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.  
5:9  I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— 
5:10  not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or 
idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world.  
5:11  But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if 
he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not 
even to eat with such a one.  
5:12  For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are 
to judge?  
5:13  God judges those outside. "Purge the evil person from among you." 
 
The medieval connotation of excommunication is terrible and unbiblical [banishment from God]  
This sermon is about speaking the truth in love 
It is not about speaking the truth harshly and it is certainly not about avoiding the truth in love  
Most of us are guilty of both 
I quite often get angry about important things that I could express in a more loving way [like how to 
stack a dishwasher] 
And I quite often avoid topics that I think will make me unpopular or might hurt people’s feelings 

[like belief in Christ and genuine repentance is the only way to be saved from God’s judgement]  

Now if you were a modern Christian not given to reading the bible you might think that God is a God 

of Love and he would never send anyone away to suffer. You might say “The Apostle Paul is surely 



wrong here and we should just avoid this passage because it makes us feel uncomfortable and 

doesn’t line up with how the modern church should operate.” [if you do think this way YOU HAVE 

BEEN DECEIVED- we are not here to discuss what we feel the truth should be, we are here to listen 

to God]  

Those of you doing the Judges studies will remember that God often allowed the Israelites to suffer 

at the hands of nations that they desired to be like. When they repented God took them back. Paul is 

just showing us that the people of God still need discipline just as ancient Israel did, if the church 

doesn’t teach Holy Living and uphold it, drastic measures may need to be taken. God disciplines 

those he loves. If you are offended by God’s standards, you have to ask “am I meant to be his?” 

Exposition vs 1-5 
Paul Addresses his hearers in a pagan society, ironically we too are in such a society today, it is quiet 
funny to read commentaries from the previous 500 years on this passage as most have to explain to 
their readers that there were people who had not been baptised in those days. 
Our 21st century culture is very similar to the first century in that respect.  
We are influenced by the people who don’t believe and we are tempted to compromise on what the 
bible says to appeal to them. 
These poor Guys in Corinth did not have the New Testament yet and they certainly didn’t have 2000 
years of church history to draw on, but the Apostle Paul still holds them to a pretty high standard 
when it comes to matters of Sin.  
The fact that the particular sin is so horrible has caused gossip to spread, but even so it is not the sin 

itself that concerns Paul. He is concerned with: 

 the lack of the recognition of the need for repentance  

 the lack of rebuke  

 the self righteousness of the sinner 

 the possibility of Heresy sneaking in  

 the sense that the Church is doing well- when this is a sign of sickness within the church 

Remember Sexual sin is a sign or symptom of avarice and greed being accepted within a society. 

[Hedonism] In Classical philosophy Hedonism was often recognised as the sign that a nation was 

deteriorating.  

The passage reminds us that there are Two Kingdoms opposed to each other 
Kingdom of God/ heaven  

 Jesus is Lord 

 Holiness is objective 

 Presents truth in love 

 Honest about requirements 

 Concerned with eternity and how our life now will affect eternity 

 Selfless 

 Active in doing right thing  
Kingdom of world  

 Satan is leader 

 Self satisfaction is objective 

 Appealing advertising  

 Dishonest about requirements 

 Concerned with the life we live now and legacy 



 Selfish 

 Active in Sin  
Now the man in the story is a member of the church he has apparently left the kingdom of the world 
to live in the kingdom of God 
However the principles he is living by are not the principles of the kingdom of God but rather the 
principles the kingdom of the world. 
Either he is not a true Christian or he is bringing Satan into the church. 
Pauls recommendation is to keep Satan’s influence out of the church, by removing the man living 
like a servant of Satan back into Satan’ s domain 
In addition to removing the bad influence Paul has hope that the shock will bring the man back to his 
senses 
 
Humility and Humiliation 

• Paul does not have sole power, but he encourages the Elders to uphold Godly living 
• The wicked person is still considered a child of God but is forced out of the kingdom of light 

to suffer at the hands of his previous king 
• Humiliation is the key – if he is a Child of God he won’t like it; he will see the error of his 

ways, and repent [he will cry “Jesus is Lord; not Satan”]  
• If he is not a child of God it will be obvious also [he won’t come back] 

 
Paul is not some king or pope casting people out of the kingdom- he is calling on the elders of the 
church to step up and do what needs to be done 
Co-operate leadership is how the church was meant to be run- pastors and bishops can become very 
powerful and churches can become very reliant on them to make all the decisions but Paul did not 
want the church to be lazy but rather stand up for Jesus. 
 
Truth not Methodology 
The church does not have the job of modifying people’s behaviour- our job is to present the truth in 
love 
We lead people to God, and if necessary we send them back to their old master so they can 
appreciate God again.  
It is not our job to save or rescue anybody – it is our job to make the truth available and to be as 
loving as possible  
We will show love by meeting needs feeding, clothing, housing and healing but we won’t confuse 
these ministries to the temporal need with the ministry of the Gospel to the eternal need of 
relationship with God.  
Far too many so called mission programmes neglect the importance of bringing people into the 
Kingdom of God; that is to say bringing people before Jesus the King.  
To paraphrase what Paul is saying: 
“If you don’t want Jesus as your King, if you don’t love him and therefore keep his commandments; 
perhaps you should be sent back to live under the rule of Satan for a while.  
One thing is for sure we won’t tolerate the ways of Satan’s servants being advocated in the Kingdom 
of God [that is the Church]” 
Truth hung on a cross for us surely if we are followers of truth we should at least be truthful and 
honest one toward another?  
 
A Word about Communion vs 6-8 

• Is about the Passover 
• The blood of the Lamb saves us from the angel of death 
• The leaven of sin is no longer part of our life 
• We must be servants of Truth and we must be truthful 



• Truth is the basis of our community  
Ravi Zacharias said “if you base your community on fellowship at the expense of truth you get 
neither truth nor fellowship, but if you base your community on truth you get fellowship as a natural 
result.” 
The glue that holds Christian communities together is believing that Jesus died and was raised to 
new life so we might die to sin and be reborn to live under Christ’s dominion not sins dominion. 
1Corinthians 15:17  And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.  
1Co 15:18  Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.  
1Co 15:19  If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
 
Exposition vs9-13 
The job of the church is not to judge the world  
We cannot say to the world that they cannot do certain things 
I have spoke about greed and dishonesty in the past but let’s address the issue that is dividing the 
western church in the news papers [Gay Marriage] 
If two homosexuals want to get married we have no authority to stop them as the Government has 
invented a legal institution of Homo Sexual marriage. It is wrong, and it is absurd to a rational 
Christian, but it is beyond our sphere of influence now.  
However within the kingdom of God we can make sure that we don’t allow homosexual marriage to 
occur. Not only should we stand against it, but we must stand against it. 
 
Aside: I acknowledge that some people [including Tony Campolo] do not agree with the orthodox 
position that I am taking but I feel that I can no longer remain silent on this issue. In case you have 
any doubt, as long as I am an elder in this church I will ensure that homosexuals are welcome to 
attend and they will be treated with all the hospitality any guest should expect. However I will fight 
to keep Gay marriage out of the church, and I will continue to uphold the biblical position that any 
sexual union outside of marriage is sinful. I believe that this is one of the great tests of cooperate 
obedience for the church today and compromise in this area is not motivated by a heart of worship 
and a life of sacrifice. It may be true that some people are born with temptations to sin certain ways 
programmed into their genetic makeup, but God still calls them to sacrifice the desire to him if they 
join his church. Just like he does with anyone else, we are all born with a sinful nature.  
 
Please note; this is a message to the church and Paul is emphatic  
Don’t snob the ignorant people in the world, but expect more from the people within the 
congregation of the church. 
Don’t snob anyone even a sinner has the right to come to church, even a sinner who is doing 
something terrible, but if the church knows and does not address it, then the church is failing to do 
its Job of speaking the truth. We need to talk to each other. If you have a problem with someone let 
them know. If you see someone struggling let them know. If you have done something you want to 
confess let someone know. But start by talking to the person you need to directly. Don’ gossip. If 
they are sinning and they won’t listen then go back with support. If they still won’t listen come to 
the elders. But don’t do nothing.  
If the truth fails to get through then we might have to ask the person to leave for a while.  
We don’t do it to get rid of the problem person but as a final attempt at restoring them. 
This may not make sense, but it is very similar to the time out thing with children. 
A few years back Marcie and I were struggling in our marriage [we were arguing a lot and not 
resolving things well] and I had to step down from leadership for a year.  
It was embarrassing; it was hard on me at the time.  
I reluctantly admit this truth to you to show you that the technique does work. 
I can’t say we have stopped arguing completely but the time out did allow us time to refocus.   
 



Happy endings 
The greatest part of the Story of the man in 1 Corinthians 5 is that it worked for him too. 
Read 2 Corinthians 2:4-11 
The results speak for themselves - 
Paul [and the elders] took a step of faith and Paul spoke the truth in love 
His words caused pain and humiliation and that was his intention, but he did not enjoy it. 
Parents often have to stop their children from doing dangerous things, this upsets the child and can 
be uncomfortable for the parent, but good parenting is not always about being cuddly.  
It does not matter if your children are two or twenty- as long as they will listen to you, you speak the 
truth to them. 
Keith Green once said "I'm not a prophet of doom, I'm a prophet of love. But love will bid a warning 
doom to the children who play on the freeway. We need to wake up..." - Keith Green.  
 
Conclusion 
What are we [the church here for]? 
Mission is not making church easier for the world to accept, it finding a way to tell the world the 
truth it needs to hear.  
If we don’t stand up for Holiness we don’t need to exist.  
There are plenty of other Groups that we can join to care for people in the world or study ancient 
stories.  
The purpose of Jesus coming was to destroy the works of the devil, stand up for truth and forgive 
sins so that we could live Holy lives.  
If you recall, Jesus only healed a paralysed man to prove that he had done a far more significant 
thing; in forgiving his sins. Healing the sick is not in the same league as forgiving sin. Healed people 
still eventually get old and become sick again, but forgiveness lasts forever. If Jesus primary mission 
was to deal with sin, why should that not be the primary mission of the church?  
Stop reading junk theology that tells you that healing ministries are the most important thing 
Stop reading junk theology that tells you that the social Gospel is the most important thing 
Yes they are both important but they are not the most important thing-holiness is!  
If you are willing it’s time for us to tackle sin, and in doing so we will actually affect change in the 
world in a way that makes us different and distinctive from any other organisation.  
 
James 5:19 My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back,  
5:20  let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from 
death and will cover a multitude of sins.  


